
Cowichan	River	Water	Storage	
Dra3	Work	Plan	2016-2017	

CWB	Flows	and	Fish	Working	Group	



Flows	and	Fish	Sub-Commi2ee	Workplan	

•  Work-plan	addresses	CWB	Highest	Priority	–	
to	increase	water	storage	in	Cowichan	Lake	by	
raising	the	weir	

•  Issues	around	managing	low	flows	with	the	
current	weir	are	not	addressed	in	this	
workplan	



Summary	of	the	KWL	Storage	
Assessment	Report	

•  Commissioned	by	Cowichan	Tribes	in	2015	
•  Report	updated	the	Cowichan	Lake	Storage	model	
(BCCF,	2010)	to	include	changes	in	available	storage	
based	on	historic	and	forecasted	future	inflows	with	
increased	weir	heights	

•  Developed	a	series	of	OpRmum	ConservaRon	Flow	
release	schedules	

•  Model	assesses	reliability	of	water	storage	as	a	result	
of	new	weir	heights	in	Cowichan	Lk.	at	maintaining	
conservaRon	flow	releases	in	the	Cowichan	River	



Model	Outputs		
•  Various	model	runs	-	storage	assessment	using	
historical	inflow	condiRons	and	future	2050s	
climate	condiRons		



Tasks	Flows	and	Fish	Commi2ee	will	
support	

•  Joint	work	with	CWB	CommunicaRons	Group	on	
consultaRon,	educaRon	and	outreach	

•  Partners	finalize	weir	crest	elevaRon	with	support	
from	commi2ee	

•  Apply	for	water	storage	licence	
•  Storage	licence	approval	
•  Funding	applicaRons	
•  Building	of	new	weir	
•  OperaRon	of	new	weir	



June	2016-June	2017	Work	Plan	Tasks	

1.   Why	we	are	doing	this	-	Develop	principles	and	
vision	statement		

2.   What	we	want		-	OpRmal	Flows	workshop	and	
determine	release	schedule	

3.   What	will	this	mean	-	Water	level	regime	
assessment	(fracRon	of	Rme	water	levels	are	
above	given	elev.)	

4.   What	will	it	cost	-	Review	effects/impacts/
benefits	of	change	in	water	level	regime	

5.   What	it	is	-	Propose	weir	crest	elevaRon	and	
operaRng	procedures	


